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Fireworks, Decorations, C.; Also Oration The 89th Anniversary of American Independence returned to us the
present year with increased and perhaps never equalled interest The momentous struggles of the past four
years have been in defence of that Union we all love so well, and under which we have enjoyed and do enjoy
innumerable blessings - the blessings of a free Republic founded upon democratic principles. The first gun fired
upon Sumter awoke the national heart, and we have but just seen the culmination of our heroism and many
sacrifices - a restored nation - a suppressed rebellion - a united people. Why, then, should we not rejoice and the
hills clap their hands with joy, and the mountains echo from summit to summit the glad tidings so welcome to
us all! As Governor Smyth remarked in his proclamation of 21st of June, calling upon the people to gather
together on the 4th of July and unite in demonstrations of gratitude and joy at our deliverance from war and
national peril: Peace smiles once more upon our whole land. The devastation of war has ceased, and the fearful
waste of life is ended. The armies of the Great Rebellion, which for four years have desolated our country and
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