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ILLUSTRATING THE CURVE OF TEMPERATURE, WITH THE DEPTHS, IX THE EQUATORIAL PACIFIC. Lat. (P 40 X.;
long. 148 41 B. and within the Polar Circle the difference is still less. The mean annual range is naturally and
while January is, on land, the coldest month of the twelve, February is the chilliest, so far as the neighbouring
ocean is The results of the latest marine researches demonstrate that throughout the ocean the water is
wannest at the surface; but as the thermometer is sunk in the sea it shows a rapid decrease of temperature until
one hundred fathoms or so are reached. After this it cools more slowly down to live or six hundred fathoms,
and then extremely slowly, either to the bottom or to a certain point from which it maintains a uniform, or
nearly uniform, temperature to the bottom (Figs. 203, 204). In the Tropical regions a temperature of 35 or 36
Fah. (TC7 C,, or 2 22 C.)--which may be termed the mean of the ocean--is usually reached at a depth of from
1,700 to 2,000 fathoms, though it rises near to the surface as the Poles are approached. The surface
temperature decreases as we proceed from the Equator towards the Poles, slowly at first between the Tropics,
then more rapidly, until, in the Arctic and Antarctic Regions, it is, even in summer, Thomson: The Atlantic Vol. Il.,
p. 300. Fms....
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