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April 18, 1841 But whence originates this wicked, this godless sentiment? Who has expelled the Deity from one of
the most important provinces of his empire, and made worms, all at once, in the success of an insurrectionary
movement, independent of Him? What, but the pride and presumption of the heart, has had the tendency, by
putting out the eyes, to hide him from the sight of mortals; and will allow that myriads of intelligent beings, in
their secular capacities, appear and disappear from the theatre of life; that nations aggregate and dissolve;
empires rise and fall; and that princes reign and are deposed, without the special oversight and will of God? To
assert this high prerogative, to shed a salutary influence upon the infidel mind of man, to exact the rightful
tribute from his reluctant hand, to build the fortunes of a people upon the smiles of their God, to utter an
indignant rebuke upon the self-prompted vanity of sinners, to warn aspiring states of their impending doom;
the voice of inspiration publishes the high and solemn truth, that both in the minute and great affairs of the
human family, there are the actual presence and agency of God. So much, at least, are we warranted in saying,
is the doctrine of this passage: For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the
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