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it across the torrent. Using this for a footpath, our friend, to use an Irishism, passed over upon dry ground.
Such was the inception of the historic bridge. There can be no doubt that the first means used by primitive man
to cross rivers and streams were stepping stones, fallen trees or beams of timber. When the stream was too
wide for one plank to reach across it the stepping stones would be used for piers and several beams thrown
over them, thus making a continuous bridge. Little progress in the art of bridge building was made in the
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