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Human Knowledge All combustibles are composed of an incombustible body and phlogiston united; and during
the combustion the phlogiston flies off, and the incombustible body is left behind. Thus, when sulphur is burnt,
the substance that remains is sulphuric acid, an incombustible body. Sulphur therefore is said to be composed
of sulphuric acid and phlogiston. This theory has long since given place to that established by Lavoisier. See
Combustion. It must, however, be observed, that Professor Davy, in his late discoveries, seems inclined to admit
of an inflammable principle, which pervades the whole of nature. How far his future experiments may lead to
the establishment of the Lavoisierian theory, or that of Stahl, time only can show. See Potassium, c. Phlomis, in
botany, a genus of the Didynamia Gymnospermia class and order. Natural order of Verticillatae or Labiatae,
Essential character: calyx angular; corolla upper lip incumbent, compressed, villose. There are twenty-two
species. Phlox, in botany, a genus of the Pentandria Monogynia class and order. Natural order of Rotaceae.
Polemonia, Jussieu. Essential character: corolla salver-shaped; filaments unequal;, stigma trifid; calyx
prismatical; capsule three-celled, one-seeded. There are twelve species, natives of North America. Phoca, the
seal, in natural history, a genus of Mammalia of the order Ferae. Generic character: fore teeth, in the upper jaw,
six, sharp, parallel, and the exterior ones larger; in the lower jaw four, distinct, parallel, equal, and rather blunt;
tusks one on each side in both jaws, large and pointed, the upper remote from the fore teeth,...
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